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Haiti Matters is a collaboration under EEPA+, a Belgium-based Centre of Expertise with in-depth knowledge, publications, and networks,
specialised in issues of peacebuilding, refugee protection, and resilience. Haiti Matters is a network of people and organisations supporting
the Haitian people. To receive the situation report in your e-mail, click here. For the Situation Report on the Horn of Africa, click here. You
can unsubscribe at any moment through the link at the bottom of each e-mail. The Situation Report is published bi-monthly.

Situation in Haiti
Clashes between the police and gangs took place on 1 April near the national palace in
Port-au-Prince. Five civilians and four police officers were killed in the shootings.

Heavy exchange of fire also took place in Pétion-Ville on 1 April, with gunshots heard
continuously throughout the day.

Up to 40 people have died in Pétion-Ville after severe unrest in the past week. One of those who
died was gang leader Ernst Julmé, also known as Ti Greg.

18 health facilities in Port-au-Prince are no longer functioning, including the largest public
hospital.

Haiti is facing a shortage of medicine as 213 of the 216 supplying laboratories are outside of Haiti
and are unable to send the supplies. One of the laboratories in Haiti is also not currently functional
due to the insecurity.

Over 1,500 people have been killed since the start of the year in Haiti, while 160,000 of
Port-au-Prince residents have been displaced.

More than 53,000 people have fled the capital of Port-au-Prince in less than 3 weeks, the majority
of whom have been going to the rural southern region.

The UN published a report on the human rights situation in Haiti. Among the topics covered is the
rampant sexual violence used by gang members, with some women forced into sexual slavery.
Rape of hostages has also been used to coerce family members to pay ransoms.

The report further outlined the recruitment and abuse of children by gangs, with some children
having been killed for trying to escape. Gangs are composed primarily of young men and children.

In total 59 cases of lynching were reported in 2024, carried out by so-called “self-defence
brigades” as extrajudicial killings of gang members. In 2023, 528 cases of lynchings as
extrajudicial killings were reported.

UNICEF condemns the burning down of a school in Port-au-Prince on 25 March, depriving 1,000
students of their right to education.

The UN estimates that 5.5 million Haitians, including 3 million children, will be dependent on
humanitarian protection and assistance in 2024.

100,000 meals have been distributed to 23,000 displaced people by the World Food Programme
(WFP), the Center for Peasant Animation and Community Action (CAPAC), and the Group for
Inclusion, Research and Development Support Haiti (GIRADEL Haiti).

Situation on the Transitional Presidential Council
The formation of a Transitional Presidential Council may be unconstitutional, according to the
office of outgoing PM Ariel Henry. Henry’s office is seeking advice on the matter from
CARICOM.

The Council of Ministers announced on Monday 1 April that lawyers have been entrusted with
writing the decree in which the functioning of the Transitional Presidential Council would be
established.


https://www.eepa.be/
http://eepurl.com/iGbvOg
https://www.eepa.be/?page_id=4237
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- Two designated members of the Presidential Council have already stepped down due to threats
issued by the gangs. The first to step down was Dominique Dupuy, who has since been replaced.

- The Presidential Council issued a statement on 27 March pledging to restore public and democratic
order by ensuring the security of the lives and property of the Haitian people, as well as a relief
from poverty and holding free elections.

- The Council further states that they have developed mechanisms and criteria for choosing a
president, prime minister, and a ministerial cabinet.

- The definitive list of the Council members was sent to Ariel Henry on 28 March by CARICOM.

- Guy Philippe, former coup leader, urged the resigned government not to sign the decree
establishing the Presidential Council, and called on the designated members to step down.

- He further stated that the Haitians have asked him to be in charge of the transition, and that he is
ready to take on this responsibility.

Situation on the Multinational Security Support (MSS) mission
- Canadian Armed Forces members have been deployed to Jamaica to train CARICOM military
personnel who will participate in the MSS mission.

- The gang-leader Jimmy Cherizier, also known as Barbecue, stated that he would be open for talks
and a ceasefire if invited to the peace talks. He further states that any foreign intervention would be
considered as invaders.

- The United States has agreed to supply the Haiti National Police Force (PNH) with weapons and
gear amounting to 10 million US dollars.

Regional situation
- The Dominican Republic has started building a border wall with Haiti, meant to cover half of the
border area. The president of the Dominican Republic, Luis Abinader, stated that the border would
reduce the smuggling of weapons and thereby fight organised crime.

- 7,702 Haitians were repatriated from the Dominican Republic in February and March. They are
dropped off in Ouanaminthe, from where it is difficult to transport them to where they come from
due to the insecurity on the roads.

- Amnesty International has urged the Dominican Republic to stop its racist migration policies and
the forced returns of Haitians who are in need of protection.

Links of interest

Haiti - FLASH : Entre 30 et 40 tués a Pétion-ville en 5 jours
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Le projet de décret portant création du Conseil présidentiel confié a des juristes...

D - - - ; - - o

Haiti’s transitional council issues its first statement, signaling its creation is nearly complete

Guy Philippe appelle a un soulévement pour I'imposer en dirigeant de la transition

Pour la premiére fois les Etats-Unis vont fournir armes et munitions a la PNH

Dominican F - - - - —
Ouanaminthe : plus de 7 000 Haitiens rapatriés de la République dominicaine en deux mois
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Disclaimer: All information in this Situation Report is presented as a fluid update report, as to the best knowledge and understanding of the authors at the moment of publication. Haiti
Matters does not claim that the information is correct but verifies to the best of ability within the circumstances. Publication is weighed on the basis of interest to understand potential
impacts of events (or perceptions of these) on the situation. Check all information against updates and other media. Haiti Matters does not take responsibility for the use of the
information or impact thereof. All information reported originates from third parties and the content of all reported and linked information remains the sole responsibility of these third
parties. Report to jnfo@haiti-matters.org any additional information and corrections.
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